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2020 CENSUS PROGRAM MEMORANDUM SERIES: 2021.19 
 

Date:   October 18, 2021 

 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Record 

 

From:   Albert E. Fontenot, Jr. (Signed October 18, 2021) 

Associate Director, Decennial Census Programs  

 

 Subject: Updates to the 2020 Redistricting Data Program Detailed Operational Plan 

 
Contact: James Whitehorne 
 Census Redistricting & Voting Rights Data Office 
 301-763-4039 
 James.whitehorne@census.gov 
 
 Tom Morton 
 Census Redistricting & Voting Rights Data Office 

301-763-4039 
 Thomas.a.morton@census.gov 
 
 Jennie Karalewich 
 Census Redistricting & Voting Rights Data Office 
 301-763-4039 
 Jennie.karalewich@census.gov 
 

 

This memorandum documents specific updates made to the plan for the Redistricting Data Program 
Operation (RDP) since the release of the Redistricting Data Program Detailed Operational Plan (DOP) on 
April 5, 2018. COVID-19-related delays and prioritizing the delivery of the apportionment results delayed 
the original plan to deliver the 2020 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) to the states by April 
1, 2021. Updates were made to the RDP Phase 3 Data Delivery workflow in order to deliver the high-
quality data the states need for legislative and congressional redistricting in a timely manner. These 
updates, summarized below, are provided to ensure accurate final documentation is available to the 
public.   
 
Change to Redistricting Data Tabulation Delivery Dates 
The RDP provided the redistricting data tabulations to the official state recipients and to the public in 
the legacy format on August 12, 2021. The RDP provided the same redistricting data with easier-to-use 
data tools to official state recipients on removable media and to both the official state recipients and 
the public on data.census.gov on September 16, 2021.  
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During the 2000 and 2010 decennial cycles, the RDP concurrently released the redistricting data to the 
states in the legacy format and on removable media (with easier-to-use data tools). The RDP planned to 
deliver both formats concurrently during the 2020 cycle as well. However, in recognition of the 
difficulties the delayed data delivery timeline created for states with approaching redistricting and 
election deadlines, the Census Bureau made the determination that the redistricting data could be 
released in the legacy format by August 2021, prior to the delivery of the removable media (with easier-
to-use data tools) and release to data.census.gov in September 2021.  
 
The legacy format redistricting data consist of four pipe-delimited text files (including a geoheader file 
and three data segment files featuring the six Public Law 94-171 tables). The legacy format files 
contained the identical data to the files delivered in September. They were fully reviewed and subject to 
the same quality assurance processes. The legacy format summary files required additional handling and 
software to properly extract the data of interest, while the September release included easier-to-use 
tools to access, view, and download the data. 
 
Removal of Embargoed Data Release 
Since the redistricting data tabulations were released in the legacy format to the official state recipients 
and the public on August 12, 2021, there was no longer a need to coordinate and authorize the release 
of each state’s data products to an embargoed environment on the Census Bureau’s website. Therefore, 
the embargoed data release was removed from the operation.  
 
Change from Weekly Flow Delivery to Single National Delivery  
The redistricting data tabulations were released in the legacy format for all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico on the same day (August 12, 2021). The tabulations 
were mailed to all official state and state equivalent recipients on removable media for receipt on 
September 16, 2021, and were released for all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico to 
data.census.gov that same day.    
 

The 2020 Census Memorandum Series 

The 2020 Census Memorandum Series documents significant decisions, actions, and accomplishments of 
the 2020 Census Program for the purpose of informing stakeholders, coordinating interdivisional efforts, 
and documenting important historical changes. 

A memorandum generally will be added to this series for any decision or documentation that meets the 
following criteria: 

1.  A major program-level decision that will affect the overall design or have significant effect on 
2020 Census operations or systems. 

2.  A major policy decision or change that will affect the overall design or significantly impact 2020 
Census operations or systems. 

3. A report that documents the research and testing for 2020 Census operations or systems. 

Visit 2020 Census on Census.gov to access the Memorandum Series, the 2020 Census Operational Plan, 
and other information about preparations for the 2020 Census. 

http://www.census.gov/2020census
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